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When families are thrown into the uncertain world of diabetes, 

they can be overwhelmed, filled with doubt and need a shoulder 
to lean on.  They need to hear, òIt will be OK.ó A new life with 
diabetes is just that ñ a new life. Diabetes is a complex disease 
to manage and is mostly a balancing act. Even if one manages it 
very well, there can still be     numerous obstacles and curve balls 
along the way. 

But what if there were a place that provided the opportunity for 
children with diabetes and their families to come together and 
realize they are not alone on the roller coaster ride? A place 
where children with diabetes meet other children just like them 
who have to check their blood sugar multiple times a day, count 
carbohydrates and give insulin injections. A place where the par-
ents of these children connect with other parents who under-
stand the challenges of helping their child   manage his or her 
diabetes. A place to establish lifelong relationships with people 
who become more like family and are a constant support system. 
The name of this place is Camp Kandu, and it is the cornerstone of what defines the Diabetes Foundation of Mississippi.  

Families from all over Mississippi and even some from outside the state attend camp. Every camp hosts children and their families 
who have been to camp many times, as well as those who have been recently diagnosed and are at camp for the first time.  

Sarah Fowler, 11, a camp veteran has been coming to camp every since she was diagnosed 7 years ago at the age of 4. Knowing the 
ins and outs of camp, Fowler now serves as a counselor in training (CIT) at Camp Kandu.  òI like being able to meet people you 
wouldnõt necessarily know otherwise,ó Fowler said when asked about her favorite aspect of camp, òand getting to share notes on how 
to deal with diabetes.ó 

Nathan Evans, 12, who was diagnosed just last summer in 2016, attended camp for the first time last fall and enjoyed it so much that 
he and his parents came back for spring camp 2017.  òI like meeting people who also have diabetes,ó Nathan said when asked about 
his favorite thing at Camp Kandu.  

Bella Nichols, 9, has also been attending camp since she was diagnosed in 2013.  She exclaimed, òI have three things: going on the 
huge tree house, going canoeing with my friends and not being the only one who has diabetes.ó  

At Camp Kandu children and families see that they are not alone in their journey with diabetes. There are others just like them who 
get it.  Others who understand, and are dealing with and overcoming the challenges of diabetes every day, just like they are. There is a 
mutual understanding among these children and it is a beautiful and amazing thing to see unfold at Camp Kandu.  

After coming to camp and witnessing the fellowship and the reality of it 
all, the parents of the newly diagnosed realize that yes, in fact, every-
thing will be all right. Their minds can rest easy because they now have a 
lasting circle of friends who understand the world of diabetes and who 
are determined to help their child live well and thrive with this disease. 
For it is here at Camp Kandu where children with diabetes grasp the 
idea that they òkanduó anything, despite the challenges of diabetes. 

This is only a glimpse into the spirit of Camp Kandu and the difference 
it makes in numerous lives. The Diabetes Foundation of Mississippi 
encourages all children influenced by diabetes and their families to come 
to camp to experience the change and the difference. 

Della Matheson of Miami Trialnet jokes with Jacob Forrester as he participates in a 

research study on the genetics of diabetes. Photo courtesy of the Clarion Ledger 

Save the date for FALL CAMP November 11 - 12  
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Mississippiõs Walks for Diabetes  

2017 Locations 
 
Gulf Coast:    September 16    Jones Park 
Jackson:         October 1         Southern Farm 
Meridian:       October 8         Bonita Lakes 
Columbus:     October 15       Riverwalk 
McComb:      October 28       Railroad Depot 
Hattiesburg:   October 29       Longleaf Trace 
Oxford:         November 5      Lyceum Loop 
 
For times and registration details, call the 
DFM at (601) 957-7878, visit msdiabetes.org 
or check out the DFMõs Facebook page.  

Every day, the Diabetes Foundation of Mississippi is on the front lines of helping people all over the state 
cope with diabetes. 

Now you can be there for those living with this complex and challenging disease. Help the Diabetes Founda-
tion of Mississippi in its mission to save lives every day by becoming part of Mississippiõs Walk for Diabetes 
at the location near you.  

The 2017 walk theme is Mardi Gras, so bring out those beads and masks and assemble your òkrewe.ó 

These walks support our programs which provide life-saving medications, research, Camp Kandu (the only 
camp for kids with diabetes and their families), and much more. The DFM strongly believes that those with 
diabetes can still live a life without limits. 

With your support, the DFM can continue to give this help and hope to all of those in the state who have 
been touched by diabetes, so the DFM invites teams and individual walkers to give generously. Rest assured 
that every dollar raised by the DFM will stay in Mississippi to go toward helping Mississippians im-
prove their quality of life.  is necessary for the DFM to continue its work. So form your walk team and be 
part of Mississippiõs Walk for Diabetes, as you walk to save lives and keep hope local.. Remember, every dol-
lar raised stays in Mississippi to go toward helping those in our state who have been touched by diabetes.  

There are no limits to how much you can raise, and those who bring in the largest donations ($2500 and up) 
will be entered into a drawing and receive statewide recognition. The DFM asks that you give or get a mini-
mum donation of $25 to participate, and those raising $50 and above will receive a commemorative T-shirt! 
Remember that every dollar is responsible for improving and even saving countless lives.  

For times and registration details, please call the DFM at (601) 957-7878 or visit msdiabetes.org.  We will   
provide a free picnic lunch to participants immediately following the walk, and all teams and individuals are 
welcome.   Find the walk nearest you and come support the Diabetes Foundation in its mission to save lives 
every day and to keep hope local.  See you at the starting line! 
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Walk to Save Lives and Keep Hope Local 



2018 DFM Invitational  

The DFM Invitational is being rescheduled to April 2018 at  
Dancing Rabbit Golf Club in Philadelphia, Mississippi. 
Your participation will help the Diabetes Foundation of    
Mississippi fund Camp Kandu. You will be assisting the DFM 
with providing emergency medical supplies, emotional support 
for families, educational opportunities, and other services for 
those Mississippians living with diabetes. You are also helping 
fight complications of diabetes, such as heart disease,  kidney 
disease, strokes, amputations and blindness. Remember, every 
dollar raised by the DFM stays in the state. You can help bring 
the DFM closer to its goal of providing care for today, a cure 
for tomorrow and better quality of life for all Mississippians 
touched by diabetes.   

Join Us 

April Date TBD 

Dancing Rabbit Golf  Club 

Camp Kandu: Fall 2017 
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A place where children with diabetes and their families 

come to make lifelong friendships and are assured they 

are not alone in their journey with  diabetes: this is 

Camp Kandu. Be part of this  amazing experience not 

only for children with diabetes but also for their    

families. The camp is free for children with diabetes 

but fills up quickly. Come learn about the different  

aspects of  managing  diabetes, as well as some of the 

latest technology in diabetes management.  

Bacchus Ball 2018 
Come be part of the one of a kind Bacchus Ball on Saturday, February 

10 at the Country Club of Jackson, as the Diabetes Foundation of     

Mississippi rolls out the Mardi Gras carpet for Bacchus Ball 2018!   

Originally organized by Warren and Elsie Hood, the party has grown 

each year and is the grandest of galas. It caters to those who enjoy the 

pure magic of Mardi Gras. So, wear your finest and bring your dancing 

shoes! Bid on incredible artwork, jewelry, sports memorabilia and   

amazing deals from prominent Jackson retailers. Held during Carnival 

Season, the Bacchus Ball celebrates the Southõs most legendary holiday while benefiting Mississippiõs only diabetes organization 

caring for every child, every adult and every family affected by diabetes. As always, every dollar raised stays in Mississippi.  

See other upcoming events on page 11 

November 11-12 at                   

Twin Lakes Conference Center 
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